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Marc Payne: GCC’s new VP of Student Affairs

We welcome Marc Payne,
new Vice-President of Stu-
dent Affairsto Grayson
County College. Marcis
a brother in Christ who
desiresto see Christ hon-
ored on the college cam-
pus and in the community.
The BSM appreciates him
sharing his heart in this
newsletter as a guest
writer.

We are supposed to be
different:

1Peter 2:29

“But you are a chosen
people, aroyal priesthood,
aholy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of
him who called you out of
darknessinto his

wonderful light.”

Have you ever wondered
or felt that you were dif-
ferent, or that you think or
act, or behave differently
than those around you? If
S0, praise God, for you are
chosen! Itisclear that we
livein avery different
time than from past gen-
erations. Thereisaclear
shift in culture, values,
and technology. Unfortu-
nately, as with past shifts
in our country, many will
be left behind because
they did not see, or under-
stand how to take advan-
tage of the change. A
good example of this
would be the “Industrial
Revolution”, where many
left the farms to move to
the cities where the plants

needed workers. Those
who stepped out and into
the new season were
greatly rewarded with
steady jobs, income, and
new communities. How-
ever, many farmers who
were not willing to step
out or make needed
changes, unfortunately,
lost their farms to larger
farm owners who were
willing to do things differ-
ently by using new tech-
nology to farm large areas
of land.

Today, we clearly have a
shift in how things are
done. What worked in the
past does not necessarily
mean it will work in the
future. Intoday’s econ-
omy we have moved to a
skill based society.



“We as
believers in
Jesus Christ
must
overcome
(have victory
over) this
new

economy. “

BSM/ISM Messenger

Having a college degreeis
no longer necessarily
equivalent to success. To-
day, with the unemploy-
ment rate so high, employ-
ers are looking for those
who can read, write, and
think, but also anyone
who has a specific skill
that will help the organiza-
tion thrive or succeed.

We, as believersin Jesus
Christ, must overcome
(have victory over) this
new economy. We must
give our hearts to God
(liveright-as an act of
worship) and learn or de-
velop our God given
skillgtalents. God wants
us to succeed (Prov. 16:3

Commit to the Lord what-
ever you do, and your
plans will succeed). We
must also take leadership
roles so the entire commu-
nity will benefit, (Prov.
11:10 When the righteous
prosper, the city reoices;
when the wicked perish,
there are shouts of joy.)

We must step out and do
things differently. Yes
everyone must step out
and continue their knowl-
edge, but please do not
leave school, or an educa-
tional program without
having askill in which
you can useto earn
money. Thisincludes
high school and col-
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lege. Employersare more
concerned with the bottom
line than your GPA. We
must be different and take
anew path. Get the skills
first, and then let the em-
ployers pay your salary and
future education/training
through tuition reimburse-
ment. Thejob experts say
there are plenty of jobs but
alack of trained/skilled
workers to do specific
jobs. Soif you fed ledto
take adifferent career path
or educational route maybe
this message is for you.

Sincerely your fellow ser-
vant in Christ,

Marc Payne
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The New School Y ear
IsBeginning...

...andwe are
engaged in reconnect-
ing with our students
from last year and
meeting new students
on campus. Thereal-
ways seemsto be alot
of excitement as well
asalittlefear at this
time of year — for both
students and parents.
Thisis especialy true
for new freshmen on
campus who are just
beginning their college
experience.

Thanksto the
vision and the gener-
ous support of the peo-
ple of Grayson Baptist
Association, the BSM
ISon campusto minis-
ter to these students. It
IS no secret that young
adults (ages 18-25)
comprise the age
group least likely to be
involved in our tradi-
tional church settings.
College students tend
to be highly mobile.
They are constantly
exploring new ideas
and experiences. They
ask alot of questions.
Usually, they experi-
ence the freedom to
make most of their

own decisions apart
from their parents.

Itisalso during
thistime period in
their livesthat crucial
life decisions are made
— such as the selection
and preparation for a
career and the selec-
tion of amate. Many
of our students who
“grew up” in church
will decide whether or
not to continuein their
relationship with
Christ.

Our role, asthe
Baptist Student Minis-
try, isto do al we can
to demonstrate the
love of Christ to stu-
dents. Our desireisto
reach, encourage and
disciple students for
the Kingdom. We do
this by providing op-
portunities for Chris-
tian fellowship, Bible
study, mission pro-
jects, prayer & wor-
ship events, confer-
ences & retreats, and
often just awelcome

campuses in our area—
and that He has placed
this ministry on the
campuses in our area
to be Histool to influ-
ence students for
Christ.

Thanksfor all
your support!

Prayer Concerns
1. Pray for our student
leaders as they reach
out to other students
on campus.
2. Pray that God will
draw students to Him-
self and that His name
would be honored on
our campuses.
3. Pray for our out-
reach luncheon, Bible
study and discipleship
groups, and ministry
projects, and interna-
tional student ministry.
4. Pray for more vol-
unteersin our churches
to help us minister to
college students in our
area.

placeto meet and have

ameal together.

We ask that you |

continue to pray for
this ministry. We be-
lievein “Divine Ap-
pointments”’. We be-
lieve that God has
placed students on the

“GrandpaBernie”
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“Thanks to
the vision
and the
generous
support of
the people
of Grayson
Baptist

Association”
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Changing Lives—On College Campus

Our mission is to introduce students to Christ and help them grow
through BSM and church based college ministry. The GCC BSM be-
gan in 1967 as the Baptist Student Union and has thrived since concep-
tion. ThelSM began in 2005 due to the need of ministry to anew and
developing international student population at GCC. TheBSM is
funded through the Grayson Baptist Association. The ISM is funded
solely through generous contribution commitments from individuals
and churches.

We still need partnersto contribute small monthly gifts. Many
charitable Christians partner with ministries abroad and never
really seethefruit of their gift. Thisministry isfor sharing Christ
with foreign citizenstemporarily living in Grayson County. Would
you consider getting involved personally or through your church to
support thisministry? All donations should be made through the Gray-
son Baptist Association.

Current Church contributors (Rugust): $950
FBC Bells, Belmont, Bones Chapel, Calvary Denison, Cherry Mound, FBC Collinsville, Elmont, Forest Avenue,
FBC Howe, Ida, Baptist, Mt. Carmel, FBC Pottshoro, FBC Sherman, Twin Cities, FBC Van Alstyne, FBC Whiteshoro
Individual Contributors (August): $635
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